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Municipal Market Update December  1,  2025

Key Data Released After US Government Reopens
After Congress failed to pass funding legislation for the 2026 
fiscal year by the end of September, the federal government 
entered a 43-day shutdown that paused various programs 
and services, including the release of critical economic data 
points. The conclusion of the longest shutdown in the nation’s 
history led to the release of the highly anticipated September 
jobs report, largely viewed as the weight that would tip the 
scales of the Federal Open Market Committee’s (FOMC) 
decision regarding its December decision on the federal 
funds rate. While tariffs and inflation were the economy’s 
main concerns in the first half of 2025, continuously growing 
worries  over the health of the labor market have shifted the 
jobs report to greater significance and forced the Federal 
Reserve (the “Fed”) to carefully gauge its path forward. 

The latest update from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) 
showed that the US economy added 119,000 jobs in the month 
of September, beating expectations of 51,000. However, the 
unemployment rate ticked up to 4.4%, which exceeded the 
4.3% expected and reached the highest rate since October 
2021. These contrasting statistics are the final significant 
information that the FOMC will have on the labor market prior 
to its next meeting on December 9 and10. The Department 
of Labor has announced that it will not release a full October 
jobs report because of the government shutdown but may 
release partial data on December 16. Whereas the Fed was 
highly anticipated to continue its course of decreasing the 
federal funds rate at its next meeting, a muddied jobs report 
and sticky CPI readings have quickly shifted the odds of a 
cut from a certainty to a coin flip. September’s CPI report 
showed a 0.3% monthly increase, pushing the annual rate to 
3.0%, a jump from the 2.9% observed in the month prior.

In the period between October 20th and November 28th, 
the 10-year Treasury yield has edged higher by 2 bps (basis 
points) and currently yields 4.02%. In the same period, the 
10-year Municipal Market Data Index (MMD) rose by 1 bp 
and currently yields 2.75%. The ratio of these two measures, 
68.41% (as of November 28th), indicates that munis are strong 
to Treasury securities given that the median ratio this year is 
73.18%. While yields for both indices may rise or fall based on 

the actions of the FOMC, expectations of a rate cut, or rate 
hike, are often priced into the curves before those events 
occur. As the odds of a cut in December have decreased, 
yields in both indices have started to increase. The four-
week period ending November 19th saw the municipal 
market experience net new inflows of $6.078 billion, 
supporting the notion of significant market demand. The 
graph below illustrates MMD rates since January 2023.

On Monday, November 17th, PMA Securities served as 
municipal advisor to Community Consolidated School 
District 54 (Schaumburg, IL) on the successful competitive 
sale of its $20,100,000 Series 2025A Taxable General 
Obligation Limited Tax School Bonds and its $27,730,000 
Series 2025B General Obligation Limited Tax School Bonds.  
PMA strategically scheduled the sales for early in the week, 
both of which generated healthy participation, fueled by 
the District’s strong “AA” S&P rating, short average life for 
each transaction, and stable bond market tone.  Each bond 
issue garnered six bids with a winning True Interest Cost 
(TIC) of 3.92% on the 2025A Bonds and 2.71% on the 2025B 
Bonds.   
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PMA is dedicated to staying up to date on market trends and will be ready to guide you through a dynamic and evolving market.  If you have any 
questions about the municipal bond market in general or your specific bond issue, please feel free to contact a PMA advisor below.

 
If you have any questions regarding the bond market or your specific bond issue,  

please do not hesitate to contact an advisor below.

PMA Financial Network, LLC, PMA Securities, LLC, PMA Asset Management, LLC, and Public Trust Advisors, LLC, (collectively “PTMA”) are under common ownership. Public Trust 
Advisors, LLC and PMA Asset Management, LLC, are both SEC registered investment advisers. PMA Securities is a broker-dealer and municipal advisor registered with the SEC 
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government investment pools (“Funds”) and separate accounts. All other products are provided by PMA Financial Network, LLC. For more information, please visit us at http://www.
ptma.com/.
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